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By Drew Pearson, ‘

During the first few days of
Ithe Kennedy Administration
Sen, William  Fulbright' (D-{f
Ark.), now in the hecadlines
tover f{foreig
raflairs  advic
the John
ison Admini
'xtxauon gave
i some less head
ilined, . private
,aclvxce to the
}\cnnedy Ad
mxmsbratlon :

‘e advised i
-the inew Presi
dcnt that then
\wds the time-—the winter of&
'1961-—to run with Lhe ball on
Berlin, - -

} Fulbright pointed out that
Premier Khrushehev obvious-
ily was in a friendly frame of
Imind toward Mr. Kennedy,
jhad offered to send a special
ambassador to his inaugura-
;tion, had released the - Ameri-
‘can. RB47 fliers, had sent a
glowing letter of congaratula-
tions - to  JFK, was " giving
‘various mdlcatxons that he

wanted to-get along with the
,new regime.

Fulbright pointed out }hat
since Berlin had -been rank-
ling “relations .between ° the
3Umt(-d States -and Russia for
‘over a decade, and since Ber-
1lin was bound to come up any-
iway, it was best for Mr, Ken-
‘nedy to grab the ball and run
I‘thh it. ‘

,r The . new Presxdcm got
isimilar advice  fromi- ‘Adlai

o
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Stgvcmon Averell* Harriman,

45 sl

for‘mcr Ambhassador {o Mos-

{cow, and Chester Bowles, then

Under Secretary of State. But,
busy with a new Congress, and
faced with negative advice
Irom part of his State Depart-
ment, Mr. Kennedy delayed,.

" "That delay may have been

one of his most serious foreign

policy errors. For with the
delay came the Bay of Pigs
disaster when American pres-
tige .fell to its lowest ‘ebb. It
was only after this that Mr.
Kennedy .met with. Khru-
shehev  in- Vienna—a - Khru-
shchev who was irritated over
being shubbed, and who obvi-
ously - felt he had the  whip
band as a result of the Bay of
Pigs. The meetmg was a dx~sl
aster,

I\car Wm' With U.S.8.R.

There . [ollowed more 'dis-
astrous events, including the
Derlin Wall, the mancuvering
of U.S. and U.S.8.R. tanks
on both sides of Berlin, to-
gether with the. showdown
over Cuban missiles. that
brought the two most.powerful
nations in, the world ‘closer to
war than at any’ other time in
history.

It has taken two years of
patient, carcful diplomacy
since then, including the test
ban treaty, to ease the:iwo
countries back into g position
of better undetstanding. Much
of this might have been avoid-
ed if the Kennedy Administra-
tion had’ followcd Fulbnght'
advice...i " -

Came “ the advent of. the‘

Johnson - Administration ‘o'n

SIAIINIL

Nov. 22, 1963. Immediately
Khrushchev sent his No. 2
man, Anastas Mikoyan, to

Washington for the funeral.
Long lines of Russians filed
through the American Embas-
sy in Moscow to pay tribute to
the: dead President. There
were outpourings of- genuine
grief all over the Communist
world-—except in China—and
it laoked as if the tragedy of
Dallas might have forged a
link of sympathy betiween the
U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. e

A few days after Mr. Ken-
nedy’s death, President John-
son received from the Soviet
its confidential file on accused
assassin Lee Oswald, who had
lived in Russia, Mr. Johnson
sat down. andi wrote XKhru-
shchev a letter of thanks.
Thereupon Secretary of State
Dean Rusk advised him not to
send the- letter. ’

Mr. Johnson argued that the
United States had never ‘turn-
ed over a conf1dent1al ﬁle to a
foreign government as“did-the
Russians in this casé, and felt
that the United States-should
acknowledge  this Soviet: ges-
ture. He insisted on.:sending
the letter. But before,it was
finally sent, the State.Depart-
ment took out all- of the
warmth and‘cordiality, '

Castro Woos. U.S.A,

At about thxs time, -th e
Russians _fbegan droppmg hints
that the United States.should
pateh “things - up  with . Fidel
Castro, that- the" Sovxet didn't
want to contmue thq g-lindeﬂ

W@mmfﬁzﬁ Advice It Ignored by JFK

mte}y, that it was much hetter
for two old friends—Cuba and
the United States—to man
up. |
This may sound like an
amazing overture from a gov-
croment supposed to be en:
gaged,in a cold war with the
United States; but it was true..
Furthermore, Scn, Fulbright
had known about these over
tures, and this is onc reason
he made his dramatic specch”
last week urging the United
States to forget the hoycott
and make peace with Castro.
What Fulbright also knew,
was that Fidel Castro himself,
while °visiting - Moscow last
May .1, made a surprising
speech that Cuba wanted to.
resume relations with the'.
United States. .o
Simultancously Russia™ has
continued pulling its troops
out’of Cuba until only those:
manning the  surface-to-alr
missiles are’ left. Simultane-:
ously, when the United Stales
was. crticized all “over Latin:
America for the Panamanian..
riots, Moscow newspapers.
buried the story. Theve were,'
no_critical editorials accusing .
the' United States of bloody:
imperialism,
. These are some. things thc
American public hasn't cntne--
1y known about which Sen.
Fulbright knows in detail and.:
which were behind his historic !
speech.. urging. the Johnson!
Admimstratmn to scrap the:

hoyeott 'and patch up re’lamons’
'with Cuba. . o
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